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Mine Eyes Look Toward the Lord

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

Jesus is accused of doing evil when in fact He is doing good; He casts out a demon from a mute man so that he is able to speak (Luke 11:14–28.) But some said Jesus did this by the power of Beelzebub, Satan. Like Pharaoh of old, their hearts were hard (Exodus 8:16–24); they did not recognize the finger of God, the power of the Holy Spirit at work in and through Jesus. Jesus is the Stronger Man who overcomes the strong man. He takes the devil’s armor of sin and death and destroys it from the inside out by the holy cross. He exorcizes and frees us by water and the Word. We were once darkness, but now we are light in Christ the Lord (Ephesians 5:1–9). As children of light our tongues are loosed to give thanks to Him who saved us. In a world where demons roam we confess, “My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the net.”
The Liturgy and practices also express this solemnity. During Lent the Gloria in Excelsis and Hallelujahs are not sung, wooden altarware replaces the brass and flowers are not placed on the altar.

Purple, suggesting somberness and sobriety, is the color for Lent.

Language of the Faith

Exorcism: casting out satan and demons by the Word of Christ. In Holy Baptism unclean spirits are driven from sinners and the Holy Spirit is bestowed.

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


The law demands from us what we can neither do nor desire; Christ obeyed the law in His flesh, securing our salvation.


LSB 555 (vv1-5), “Salvation unto Us Has Come”
Service of the Word

Introit, Psalm 25

Our eyes are toward the Lord (altar). We pray to Him for mercy in our troubles, trusting His promises for deliverance.

My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the net. Turn to me, and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. The troubles of my heart are enlarged; bring me out of my distresses. Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins. Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in You.
Kyrie





page 186
The Salutation & Collect

page 189

We pray the return of those who have wandered from the faith.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Old Testament Reading, Exodus 8:16-24


Only the power of God is able to bring judgment and freedom.

16Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” 17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 

20Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 21Or else, if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 22But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where My people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. 23Thus I will put a division between My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.” ‘“24And the Lord did so. There came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies. 

Gradual, Psalm 9

We appeal for help, coupled with confidence in the Deliverer.

Arise, O Lord! Let not man prevail; let the nations be judged before You! When my enemies turn back, they stumble and perish before Your presence.

Epistle, Ephesians 5:1-10


Our lives reveal that we belong to the holy God and to Christ, whose sacrifice atoned for our disobedience.

1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 

The Tract, Psalm 123

As unworthy sinners, our only hope is for mercy from the Lord who dwells in heaven.

To You I lift up my eyes, O You who are enthroned in the heavens! Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till He has mercy upon us. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us.

Holy Gospel, Luke 11:14-28


Our lives are temples of the Holy Spirit, whom we have from God; His Word assures us that we belong to Him.

14Now He was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16while others, to test Him, kept seeking from Him a sign from heaven. 17But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me scatters. 

24When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

27As He said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You nursed!” 28But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Nicene Creed
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Sermon Hymn


God’s grace in Christ, to which our faith clings, is our hope; our works testify of our hope in His grace.


LSB 555 (vv6-10), “Salvation unto Us Has Come”
The Sermon

Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
Let us pray to the Lord,

C
Lord, have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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Proper Preface for Lent

The Church rejoices in the Lord who by His death has gained for us deliverance from sin. This deliverance we receive in the body and blood of Christ in the Holy Communion.

Who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.
Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord


page 197

Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymn


The hungry are gathered at the Table of the Lord for the banquet of true life.


LSB 631, “Here, O My Lord, I Thee Face to Face”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown
Vicar: Mr. David Solum 

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Donn Parker

Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Choir Director: Sally Winterstein

Choir Accompanist: Steve Winterstein

About the Cover
We are light in the Lord, and we walk in His light. While holding a Gospel that declares, “I am the Light of the world,” Christ blesses His people. His halo includes the letters “I AM,” symbolizing His divinity and referring to His words, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” The Greek letters “IC” and “XC” in the upper corners of the icon are abbreviations of the Greek words for “Jesus” and Christ.”

http://www.stthomasaquinas.org/orgdetailhome.cfm?OrgCode=SS

Accessed on March 12, 2009

God’s Stewards. Among the gifts that we have been given to adminster the Gospel stands as the foremost. We are filled with joy for His inexpressible gift (2 Corinthians 9:15). The Church’s stewardship responsibility is unfolded in Matthew 28:18-20, where the disciples were sent forth as stewards of the mysteries of Christ. The Gospel must not be treated as dead capital, uncirculated; circulation among the nations is of the essence of His talent. This talent of the Lord Himself is for passing on to another; it must be increased.

Missions. Trinity is linked to Hong Kong, where GEO missionary Josh Lange serves. He writes, “In January, I joined a group of volunteers from several Hong Kong churches (including Church of All Nations) to help out with missionary Carol Halter’s Street Sleeper Party. Carol befriends, visits, and shows love to many of Hong Kong’s homeless people (or ‘street sleepers’), and every year, she organizes volunteers and throws a party for them! This year, the venue was Concordia Lutheran School, one of The Lutheran Church—Hong Kong Synod schools. Each of the 50-plus street sleepers was given a big bag full of candies and snacks, an even bigger bag full of clothes (which they picked out themselves), a new sweat suit, and a delicious meal. In addition to caring for physical needs, the event also provided some spiritual nourishment, in the form of Christmas songs and a Cantonese-language worship service.”

Speaking the Faith in Everyday Life. On Saturday, March 21, the Lutheran Women in Mission – Spring Rally will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, 2825 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo. The Bible Leader is The Rev. Charles Froh of Grace, San Mateo and the Guest Speaker is Janet Malzahn of Trinity, Palo Alto. Registration fee is $10/person. Offering Donation/Ingathering: bring a $5 to $25 gift card from Target, Wal-Mart, Sears, Walgreens, Bed Bath & Beyond or local grocery store. Monetary donations will be accepted and used to purchase additional gift cards. 

Please BYOL & B (Bring your own lunch & Bible). Childcare will be offered. RSVP if you plan to attend, inc. childcare needs, by March 14 to Charis Bennett, 650-347-1870 or charisbennett@mac.com

Hotel de Zink and Urban Ministry. On Wednesdays we gather for a common meal, supporting and being supported by each other. For those whose meals are less common and often have few to support them, have you considered a donation to the Food Closet or Hotel de Zink? To support the Food Closet and Hotel de Zink, bring to our meals either canned goods or an offering (designated for Hotel de Zink) maybe from skipping a meal.
Lenten Weekday Services: Lenten services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. 

Coffee Hour: There are many opportunities to host the Coffee Hour; if you which to host please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Submit receipt to Burt Endsley.
Stewardship of the Word: Sun (8:15) 00; (11) 00; Midweek (00) Bible Class: (Sun) 25; (Wed) 8
The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The Third Week in Lent:  March 15 – March 21


MATINS
VESPERS

Sun
Psalm 43
Genesis 27:30-28:22
Psalm 86
Mark 9:1-13
Mon
Psalm 87
Genesis 29:1-30
Psalm 116:1-9
Mark 9:14-32



   Genesis 29:31—34:31
Tue
Psalm 88
Genesis 35:1-29
Psalm 116:10-19
Mark 9:33-50
Wed
Psalm 89:1-18
Genesis 37:1-36
Psalm 118:1-13
Mark 10:1-12
Thu
Psalm 89:19-37
Genesis 39:1-23
Psalm 118:14-28
Mark 10:13-31
Fri
Psalm 89:38-52
Genesis 40:1-23
Psalm 120, 121
Mark 10:32-52

Sat
Psalm 119:81-96
Genesis 41:1-27
Psalm 122
Mark 11:1-19
Announcements

March 15, 2009
Sun
3/15
7:30 p.m.
LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue
3/17
No Matins
Pastors’ Conference at St. Paul, Mountain View


7:30 p.m.
Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting
Wed
3/18
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: The Council of Ephesus


12 & 7 p.m.
Lenten Services


1 & 6 p.m.
Soup Meal

Thu
3/19
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir


7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir
Sat
3/21
9:00 – 2:45
LWML Spring Rally at Grace
Sun
3/22
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service - Laetare, 4th Sunday in Lent




Exodus 16:2-21; Galatians 4:21-31; John 6:1-15


11:00 a.m.
Divine Service

Wed
3/25
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: The Council of Ephesus



12 & 7 p.m.
Lenten Services



1 & 6 p.m.
Soup Meal

Thu
3/26
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Sun
3/29
after 2nd ser.
Voter’s Assembly Meeting
7

